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Ephraim Sprague Homestead
Calendar o Events | =P brag
All programs are open to the public|{ By Alicia Wayland
Walktober Sometime in the 1750s the Ephraim /Corner/:':};. -\ T\
Saturday, October 20 Sprague house in the Hop River Valley i J North
. ) ) ireplace <« North
Strolling Through the Past in Lebanon (now in Andover) was I
South Green Walk destroyed by fire. The house was not I ; Cellar
1pm rebuilt. The foundation stones were I J«— Projected
Meet at the Public Parking Lotl removed and the home lot converted Fireplace ! j Walls °f|_'|-0”9
next to the Community Center | to agricultural use, thus inadvertently \Le'i. I ouse
preserving extraordinary evidence of " g | Outside
KIDS PROGRAM colonial lifeways in the early 18th Sauce I Rt
Sunday, October 21 century. Pits \; 9 |/ well
Environmental History . . ‘# '//
A preliminary archaeological survey {
of the Lebanon Green . : South A X
2om to 4om required for improvements to Route 6 out Hearth
P P in Andover began in 1997. A large Cellar ¥
Children ages 41 e . X
number of significant artifacts were

See pg 4 for details L .
e recovered by archaeologists from the ~ Simplified layout of the Ephraim

Sunday, October 28 Z:bslicl Ar(;hafeé)tlogy Sutrr\:ey Teamh(now Sprague site
Pastor's Library , Inc.) of Storrs in the area where _ ,
Dedication & Talk Lake Road was to be realigned. Further1685' emigrated as a young man with

his family to Lebanon in 1703 where his

i investigation found the site of the earl
on Gov. William g Y father, John, bought several hundred

Buckingham house that had burned with extensive acres of land. Ephraim soon married
2pm to 4pm artifacts turning up. Because there was Deborah WO(.)dWOI’th and the counl
no other way to realign Lake Road, a . pie
Sunday, November 11 Phase Il archaeological excavation wassettIeOI on an ext.enswe tract of Iahd
Concert conducted on the house site prior to alqng the Hop River where Ephrfsum
sonasongs | blkn e oadover butive ra e They e o
of Work and Trades As the dig continued, the remains of a - -
by Rick Spencer medievaistyle long house, the first ever Zo(r:ztlr:e a:cfteor t7i7aNot?l:g h;sp hrait
2pm found in Connecticut, turned up. The except that her given name was Mary.
long house, builtin c. 1705, was 15 feet ] ] ]
Sunday, December 2 wide by 60 feet long with unconnected Ephraim was prominent in the

Tree Lighting Open House
Mulled cider, gingersnaps crafts
6pm

cellars at either end, a large hearth off community, serving as a deacon in the

. North or Crank Society parish, now
center, and a second hearth in the west ]
the town of Columbia. In 1725, he was
cellar. In the 17th century, long houses, I q in of the North Soci
originating in England between 800 and® ected captain of the North Society

1600, were built in some areas in New company _Of militia. Ephrallm died in
1754, willing the farm to his grandson,

Sunday, December 9

e Makmq England, including the Plymouth Colony . )
2pm and 3pm sessions . Ephraim 3rd, the son of Ephraim 2nd,
-Duxbury area in Massachusetts.

See pg 4 for details _ _ ~who had died a few years earlier.
Ephraim Sprague, born in Duxbury in Continued on page 5
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The mission
of the
Lebanon Historical
Society
To encourage a sense
of community, the
Lebanon Historical
Society connects
residents and visitors
with the people, place)
objects and stories
of the Tojwn

U)

Board of Trustees
President

Glenn Pianka
Vice President

Brian Bartizek
Treasurer

Rob Slate

Secretary
Sandie Chalifoux

From the President

Glenn Pianka

COMPLACENTééé. . trh
word that | uttered to outgoing
President Ed Tollmann back in April ¢
this year. | expressed to him that | wa
concerned for our future as a Society
We were coming out of five years of
aggressive programming, large scale
projects, new funetaising ventures,
Aetrly BRr$ divic organization in tow.
having a spotlight segment in our exhibits, and the Adams Trust became a+eality
supporting our solvency for many years to come. Was our membership, the Board
of Trustees in particular, going to put their feet up and coast? | am pleased to
report that the answer to that is an e

During August, while we were
building the new storage

building, | was able to see things
that you woul dnot

Buildings & Grounds
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Betty Forrest
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Publications
Jacy Worth
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Linda Heatherly

Director
Donna Baron

ExOfficio
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here all day long----------- Jim

Mello (Buildings and Grounds)
meeting with contractors on
numerous dates and times
concerning a multitude of

projects, member volunteers
John and Marty Kendall scraping, repairing, and painting the
six windows of the Buckingham Library, Brian Bartizek and
Keith Laporte interacting on the upcoming Antiqgues Show,
the lawn and grounds being mowed twice,

board memberat-large Marianne Freschlin painting a mural in the hand®om

and Staff personnel constantly and consistently moving things smoothly ahead. At a
board meeting Suzanne Yeo (Programs) outlined over one year's worth of upcoming
events------- | should say that the word 6compl

As of late, we are preparing the interior of the Buckingham Library. Several large
holes existed in the plaster walls and
layers of paint needed to be dry scrape
on all of the wood work surfaces before
the new paint could be applied. This
added several days into the already tigh
schedule for the official dedication at the
end of this month-----which brings me to
my next request for all members--
Come to the October 28' event and see
what yowomplhament 6
members have been doing !!!
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Di rector 6s
Donna Baron

Message

Fall often seems like the beginning of the year to me. Perhaps this relates to the

emotions of starting a new school year, though I have not done that for many years now.

When the weather turns cooler and the sun is lower in the sky, there is an energy that
encourages finishing old projects and
something else, things are really hopping at the Museum and there is lots of news to
share with our members.

The Board and staff continue to work
Hi stori cal Or ¢Ca)rspomsarediby GT $Homalities akdrte CT League
of History Organizations. We have completed sections on Mission, Vision and

S

on

Wecome

To our newest
members
~ Family ~

tBgbr&Pam Hprrogks
of Willimantic

t Steghengelly n

Sanwald
of Lebanon

dar

Governance, earning bronze, silver and gold awards, and Audience, earning bronze an

silver awards. Work on the wideanging topic of Management began in September.

Next yeards topics wild.l include I nterpr
Landscapes. We are all learning all kinds of new information and are proud that we are|
becoming one of the best run historical societies in the state.

Thanks to the hard work and creativity of volunteers, programs and exhibits are on
center stage at the Museum. There are new exhibits in the Fpultpose room
including our first oLebanon Collectsé
collection that was planned and installed by junior volunteer Anne Nichols. Anne, juniof
volunteer Emily Klein and volunteers Marianne Freschlin, John and Marty Kendall and
Ingrid Treiss are transforming our Lebanon during the American Revolution f@ands
room. Long popular with visiting families and school groups, this space is undergoing al
muchneeded brightening and fatit. Creative crafty teenagers and adults are invited to
join our efforts. A group of interested community members have been meeting to
discuss our upcoming exhibit about Lebanon during the Civil War which is scheduled to
open in June 2013.

e Tha tebaoon Farmg
Hotel was located or]
Camp Mooween Roa

on the Yantic River.
In the 1960s, the stat
i?clquired the
andin‘order
route 2, and the hote
went out of

business. The site is n
occupied by SCAAD t

Southeastern
Council on
Alcoholism and Drug
Dependence facility.

History Trivia Answer:

olf cours
a an
reloca

Volunteers on our Program committee are working hard to schedule the best year of
activities for adults, children and families that we have ever offered. This fall there will
be family programs on the environmental history of the Green, music to work to, and
making holiday swags. Children can celebrate the Town tree lighting by making
ornaments while their parents warm up with hot cider and gingersnaps by the fire.
Lebanorborn Governor William Buckingham will be the subject of a talk during the
cat.i

t he P a'% tindandasy, tHere Wilt be anptheo n
session of
Heirl oomsd6 and there
planned for later in the winter and into the
spring. For the latest information check

our events calendar on the web site

www.historyofiebanon.org

dedi on of

We look forward to seeing you at the
Museum and welcome your suggestions or
recommendations at any time.
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Contact Us:
The Lebanon
Historical Society
856 Trumbull Hwy
P.O. Box 151

O cliekproe, €T 06249
OPreservi ngge)Yeyy-6579 a mi |

alfusdiid €
historyoflebanon.org
WWW.
historyoflebanon.org
Museum Hours:
Wed. thru Sat.
12pm to 4pm
Library & Research

pro

Center by appointment.
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http://www.historyofLebanon.org

Sunday, October 21
2pm to 4pm
Environmental
History of the
Lebanon Green

Discover what the green
looked like and how it was
used through maps and
photographs.

Build a model of the Leband
Green to take home
Children ages 8 -11
Materials cost $5,
program free to members
and $3 for noamembers
Call 860-642-6579

S

Sunday,
December 9
2pm or 3pm session
Family
Holiday Swag Making
$2 materials fee,
Free for member families,
others $3 per swag

Aids

ewsletter

is in the works!

If you'd like to sign up a chjld

between the ages of 5 and
14 just email us and let ug
know who you are.

museum@historyof
lebanon.org
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Alison McBride's Centennial Year
By Jacy Worth

board, recently suggested that we Many years later they donated a

should do an article on Alison McBride Portion of their land to the town on
who will celebrate her 100 Birthday the corner of routes 87 and 207 for the

on December 23} Mary Lou was my Community Center. Thell’ S|de |0t |S
teacher

sonds Kinder gafwoen
years ago and the significance of this
and her wonderful idea will become
clear as you read on!

t wenty

Alison Hyde Jacobs was born in
Englewood, New Jersey on December
21%,1912. Her mother Leila was an
artist and her father Robert, a
construction engineer for the New

York City subway system, specialized in
designing the tunnels, under the
Hudson River.

She graduated from Connecticut
College for Women in 1932 with a
degree in Dietary Science and worked
in her field at a hospital in Pittsfield, PA.
She met her husband John Vincent

where their garage and icehouse stood

) ) and is now the current location of the
McBride du_rlng her co_IIege yegrs. He Lebanon Historical Society Museum.
was attending Carnegie Tech in

Pittsburg at the time and was dating a
girl at Al ison®s
girlfriend went off to study abroad,
Vincent, as he was called, continued to
drive friends to

_ Coﬁicetatﬂc. visit their
He got to know Alison, a housemate While in Eranklin. Al felt th d
of his girlfriend, during that time. e In Frankiin, Alison feft the nee

0The rest is hist of?r g;agiport%tlgnrasfséogeaf rrﬁt er
Nancy told me! necessities were so far away. Her

) ~ husband | ocated a
Vincent graduated from Carnegie with &, artible with a rumble seat behind

degree in EIecFrich Engineering and thea local barn. He purchased it and got it
two were married in 1934. Eventually running and Alison learned to drive it.

th.ey moved to- this z_irea from PA when Apparently she would coast down hills
Vincent got a job with Plastic Wire and

Ca?'e in Jewgtt City. They had two of remembers going down a hill coming
their three children, Robin and Nancy, home from Columbia where they

when they were still in PA and John, th%NOUld go over a railroad track. Once
youngesf[, was born Whe'n the famlly they hit it they would all bounce up in
was renting the Calverts' house in the air giving them quite a thril.

Franklin, CT. L
) After living in Lebanon for a few years,
In 1946 the family purchasedtheDr. A | i s on&s i

Continued on page 6
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Their icehouse became a chicken shed

upstairs and a pig sty below, all thanks
St Coh oF?oI #liemdé Br§.4rNanEy' S
recalled some interesting discoveries
of medicine

in the area to save gas. Nancy
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Ephraim Sprague
Continued from page 1
Shortly thereafter, Ephraim 3rd
married and moved to
Massachusett s.
remarried in 1762. By then, the
Sprague farm had been sold
outside the family.

The dig provides insight into how
these early settlers of Lebanon
actually lived. At the bottom of the
south cellar were large masses of
carbonized oats, corn and
potatoes, which had burned during
the house fire. These show what
the Spragues were growing on the
farm and using for food. Dug into
the south cellar floor was a series
of seven rootvegetable pits, or
0O0sauced pits as
the 18th century with sauce

meaning all root vegetables. Sauce production was also a family craft

pits were lined with a dry material
like straw, the root vegetables
placed inside and then covered,
often with sand which rodents
couldndt tunnel
pit was then mounded over with

dry material, like hay, for insulation.

Animal bones recovered from the
site indicate that cattle were the
most important animal for the

Spragues. In addition to heavy workof early settlers, a white stonewar

pulling farm equipment, they
provided meat, milk, leather and
horn for making spoons, cups, and

powder horns. Dairy artifacts, such forks and bonehandled knives

as milk pans to separate cream
from milk, show how important
milk was to the family.

Also found were pig bones for
pork. Remains of domestic birds

include chickens for meat and eggs

and geese for meat, grease, eggs,
down for bedding, and quills
for pens.

Hunting and fishing provided many of information for this article.

Lebanon Historical Society Newsletter

Lebanon c. 1775

more foods for the Sprague diet.

Bones of wild game birds, includin:
E tprkey, bonaddsruffedi giabusev

were found. Local rivers and pong

provided snapping turtle, Americar

eel, sucker, and freshwater catfis
and mussels. The largest game
animal bones found at the site arg
from black bear, which provided
meat and fur for bedding. Deer
provided venison and buckskin fo
clothing. The Spragues also trapp
small animals for food and fur,
including beaver, muskrat, grey
fox, raccoon and striped skunk.
Ephrai mds proba
included a flock of 13 sheep to
prdvideywool A swit, aayall wheg
and a loom indicate that textile

Ephraim made or repaired many
the everyday utensils and tools
used for cooking and farm work.
He even made a small saw and &
Radpfrétadbfbken bfaRsSkettfe 2
and repaired broken ceramics by
drilling holes in pieces and using
wire to hold the broken pieces
together. Although these are
typical signs of the frugal life style

tea set, fancy shoe and knee
buckles, a hangainted delftware
punch bowl, and matching table

indicate that Ephraim was a
prosperous farmer as well.

Detailed information about the
Sprague dig, 18tentury lifeways,
and colorful photos of numerous
artifacts can be found online at ht
www.ah#c.biz/Sprague/,a Web s
prepared by the archaeologists af
AHS, Inc. This site was also the s

lllustrating the Ecclesiastical
Societies

Fourth |
Society

Coventry
1
1715 u

Second Socieny
or North Socien

Il Hebron

Windham

h

Exeter

ans) e
n

Fifth Society
or Exeter Society

First Society
(1700)

First Society

m~

1729- 1773 |
The Third
Sociery
included both \
Goshen and Exeter < Gosken

Exeter Norwich

Colchester

Meeting This map has been

| B House recreated from a
rendering by Bruce Stark.
Additional information has
been added by the Lebanon
Historical Society.
In 1747 the

f General Assembly combined the northern
section of Lebanond
Ecclesiastical Society with a part of Hebro
and Coventry to create the Andover

U“Ecl esiastical Soci
northern boundary extended to the Hop
River and inhabitants in that area and in

eastern Hebron and southern Coventry

in their respective societies. The Andover
Society was in three towns and two differe
counties when Tolland County was create
in 1785 and included Hebron and Coventr
This led the General Assembly to annex tf
Lebanon portion of the Andover Society
to Hebron in 1790. In 1848 the town of
Andover was created from sections of
Hebron and Coventry. But, the Ephraim
Sprague archaeological site reminds us th
the earliest settlers south of the Hop River
were actually residents of Lebanon. Map
Ip:dourtesy of Bruce Parrington Stark,
ttoLebanon, Connectic
and Politics in the
ouwne@ublished Ph.D. dissertation, University
of Connecticut, 1970, p. 33.

e
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McBride

Continued from page 4

and the Parent Teachers
Association connected her witf
other young parents and she
made many good friends. Whe
young John was nearing school
age she and several of these
friends decided that Lebanon
should have a Kindergarten.
They came up with a proposal
and presented it at a town
meeting where the idea was not
well received and rejected. Still
The Voice Of America determined, the group met at the

oih L Bl Woisil Sy

AN AMERICAN

Community

In 1947, theVoice of McBridebs and a_ _<ua 0 cont ilewuservices
Americaelected Lebanorl  With their plan and start one as the teacher in exchange for getting
Ca be faat P tged"nsetlj‘v%s, sBowng the skeptics the  her housework done. They came
American Community in good a Kindergarten could do. together and cgntributed what they
Action. 6 P u Fheir eadgayqy was featured in a could to make it wqu. Enrollment went
1950, the 24page pamphlet published by the State from seventeen chlldren to thirtyhree
Department on Lebanon called "An by the end of the first year. After that

pamphlet was printed in

twenty languages and
distributed to two million
people in fifty countries,

American Community in Action.” The trial year, they called a special town
photographer was John Monroe and he meetln_g and a debate went on for hours.
and the journalists stayed with the They finally won by seven votes and a

he articles describe thel  MCBrides as they documented the story. permanent free Kindergarten in Lebanon
The articles describe the) . inal article exists in the LHS  Was established. This was a stimulating

community, the issue of |\, ,cem library. time for Alison and a high point in her
establishing a . . . life. What a wonderful achievement for
: The founding families of the first
kindergarten and the them all and a great outcome for the

differing points of view Kindergarten put their plan into action. v B hil d
gp The Pastor of the Baptist Church communityos ¢chi ren.
expressed by several

: : . ) offered the use of a Sunday school Alison at one time had a craft shop in
residents including Alison) - Eosars puilt bookcases, tables  the front room of their home where she

McBride. Englishand | 5 indoor and outdoor play equipment. Sold copper enameled earrings and

Russian copies of this | the mothers came up with a bracelets that she and a friend made.
unusual piece of Cold transportation system and Alison was She also enjoyed acting in local plays.
War propaganda are in —— driving The couple travelled when they were
the Historical Society ‘ children back able and once took a trip to Europe
archives. and forth to where they purchased and brought
5 school in that home the Mercedes she had always
Model & Avgnted, replacing family station wagons.
Othersdrove T he Model O6A06 is stil
as well. sixteen Robin wanted to surprise his
Another Father for his birthday and painted it a

mother who bright yellow. When he revealed it to
had taughtin ~ Vincent he was so shocked all he could
the past do was mumbl e politel

volunteered

Continued on page 9
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Thank you for your donations
Beyond our annual appeal there are many ways in which members
and nonmember alike show their support by directing their donations to particular
funds. We would like to acknowledge their contributions over the past year.

Annual Appeal
Anonymous
Tim & Rene Wentworth

Evening at the Museum
Alton & Jill Blodgett
Sara & Jerry Cross
David & Marion Fields
Elmer & Dolle Fischer
KC's Wine & Spirit Shoppe
Lois Maloney

Mildred & Fred Misbach
Thomas & Svea Meyer
Patricia Pellegrini
Rebecca Poetzinger

Brick Fund
Margaret McCaw

Genealogy
Cody Floyd

McCaw Memorial

Library Fund
Robert & Margaret
McCaw

Organ Repair Fund
Harold & Norma Geer

Steven & Margaret Rackliffe Publications

Linda Wadsworth

Ed Tollmann

Mary Ellen & Charles Wieczorek

Souvenirs of the 1939

New Yor k

Collection of Marty & John Kendall

|
Neither of the Kendalls could have visited th
Wor |l dos
they have been collecting postcards,

1939

Wo r |

Fair, ut

memorabilia, magazines and other souvenirs of
the fair and the various pavilions and displays.
Highlights from their collection are currently

on exhibit in the multipurpose room cases at
the Historical Society Museum.

From a photograph of King George and

Queen Mary who visited the Fair in 1939 as
Germany began invading its European
neighbors to a battery operated night light
featuring the Trylon and Perisphere to maps‘f.‘.
and postcards, this captivating display will
capture your attention. Please plan to stop
few min
Fair that some of us remember from 1939.

and spend a

Lebanon Historical Society Newsletter

dods

E. A. Slate Genealogy Fund
Robert Slate

General Donations
Joan Fazzino
David Goodrich
Ronald Lake

Anne Leibler

St Mary St Joseph School
Ellen Macauley
Marjorie Page
Edie Ritz

Pamela Shine
Carol Sommer

Fair

or a number

Fall 2012

of

Exhibit
News

Do you have

a col |
like to exhibit
and share?

This is the inaugural

display in a series of

oLebanon (
miniexhibits.

If you have a
collection that you
have assembled ove
time and love to sharg
with others,
do let us know.
We o6 | | put
calendar and every
few months invite
another Lebanon
Historical Society
member to guest
curate a display.
We can help with
ydgpj{a,y grops and
labels to really
showcase your
collections.

Please contact the
Museum at

860-642-6579 or
museum@historyof
lebanon.org
or contact Exhibits
Chair and Board

member Ingrid Treiss
r | §668867047
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